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State Fair Contacts: 

 

Office Contact Names Call with questions about: 
   NYS Fair 

 

    1-800-475-3247 ext.1337 

    581 State Fair Blvd. 

    Syracuse, NY  13209 

    www.nysfair.org/state_fair/2002/ 

    e-mail: 

maryellen.daino@agmkt.state.ny.us 
    Fax number: 315-487-7711 

 

 

Mary Ellen Daino  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Entry cards  

 Premium books 

 Dormitories 

 Parking  

 Admission passes 

 Premium checks 

 
   4-H Youth Development  

     

    Rd #3 478 Nye Road 

    Cortland, NY 13045 

    607-753-7751 

    tad5@cornell.edu     

 

    340 Roberts Hall 

    Cornell University 

    Ithaca, NY  14853-4401 

    607-254-4585 

    www.cce.cornell.edu/4-H/ 

    E-mail: jb61@cornell.edu 

    Fax number: 607-255-3767 

 
     

 

Dept. of Animal Science  

    607-255-4706 

    123 Morrison Hall 

    Cornell University 

    Ithaca, NY  14853-4401 
    www.ansci.cornell.edu/4H/youth.html  
    E-mail: dlp10@cornell.edu 

    Fax number: 607-255-9829  

 

 

Tom Dumas 

 

 

 

 

JoAnne Baldini 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dana Palmer  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Program Coordinator 

 Tram Coordination  

 

 

 

 4-H participation at NYS Fair 

 Youth Building Coordination 

 County Booths 

 Teen Leaders, Teen  

Assistants, Assistant TAõs  

Á Key Leaders 

Á Hands-on Activities  

 

 

 Animal science education 

programs at the State Fair 

 Contact show superintendents 

directly regarding show 

questions 

 

 

 
 

 

Phone Numbers in the Youth Building: Dial: 1-800-475-3247 

State Fair Youth Building 4-H Office: Ext. 1404  

Girls Dorm: Ext.1406    

Boys Dorm:  Ext. 1407 

Press Corps:  Ext. 1403  

mailto:maryellen.daino@agmkt.state.ny.us
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Section II - Introduction 
 

 

Dear 4-H Educator: 

 

This section has been written to help guide you through your adventure at the New York State Fair, 

specifically in the 4-H Youth Building.  As an educator, you should become familiar with the contents 

of all three of the handbook sections related to youth involvement at the NYS Fair.  

 

While at the Fair, please stop by the State Fair 4-H Youth Building Office, located in the west end of 

the youth building and say hello to staff and colleagues.  Thereõs always a friendly face to greet 

youéusually coffee, and sometimes even refreshments to share.   In addition the Office supplies a 

number of other items just for Educators: 

 

 Forms and ribbons: participation ribbons, Teen Leader forms, extra Exhibitor Information 

Statement (EIS) cards, Display ONLY cards, etc. 

 A telephone: The office telephone requires a calling card, but the line is usually shorter than 

the payphone. 

 Message Board:  Messages are posted by county name. 

 A place to find HELP when you need it most. Our conscientious staff and Teen Assistants can 

track down an answer to just about any State Fair question you may have.  

 VIP Lounge ð For use by 4-H Educators, and 4-H Volunteers ð  A quiet space available for your 

enjoyment.  Amenities include: Message Boards, daily newspapers, Wireless Internet Access, 

Microwave oven, small refrigerator, comfortable couches/chairs and QUIET.   Use of the VIP 

Lounge may be limited during certain days/hours due to special events or activities.  Dates 

and times will be posted outside the VIP Lounge during State Fair. 

 

If you ask 4-H Alumni what they remember most about their 4H experience, you will often hear 

stories about State Fair.  4-Hõers love the camaraderie and learning opportunities it provides, while 

Educators and 4-H Volunteers recall the exciting times working with one another and partnering with 

really great teens!  We all agree that State Fair can be stressful, but we manage thanks to supportive 

colleagues, helpful State 4-H Staff, and terrific Youth Building Teen Assistants, ever ready to listen 

and help.  As you begin to plan for this yearõs State Fair, remember to take it easy on yourself, remain 

flexible, and keep smiling!  Weõre looking forward to working with you at this yearõs Fair!   

 

Tom Dumas ð State Fair 4-H Program Coordinator  

&  

JoAnne Baldini  Celeste Carmichael   Kim Fleming 

 

4-H Program Specialists 

NYS 4-H Youth Development 
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Why Participate at the State Fair? 
4-H has been a part of the New York State Fair since its inception.  The Youth Building, also known 

as Pyrke House, was built in 1930 specifically to house 4-H exhibits and 4-Hõers during the Fair.  The 

building is named in honor of Berne Pyrke, then Commissioner of NYS Ag & Markets.  Today, as in 

the past, 4-H educational exhibits, events, and activities at the State Fair are designed to be an 

extension of the annual local and regional programs conducted by Cornell Cooperative Extension 

Associations across the state.  
 

The purpose of 4 -H programs at the Fair is to provide youth with 

opportunities to:  

 

A. Display what they have gained through participation in programs, projects and activities 

while enhancing individual learning and skill development 

B. Learn and recognize standards for quality of project work and receive recognition for their 

accomplishments 

C. Promote public awareness of the 4-H program through a showcase of 4-H Youth in Action, 

as well as Exhibits of 4-H project work   

D. Take part in focused hands-on activities that:   

Å Connect Kids to Cornell 

Å Demonstrate Science, Engineering & Technology concepts, promoting scientific 

awareness and understanding and that help Youth learn to ôthink like a scientistó 

Å Involve youth in the Healthy Lifestyles ò4-H Choose Healthó initiative  

 

Responsibilities of the County Educator 

The 4-H educator, as a youth-development professional, serves in two primary roles related to 4-H 

programs at the Fair: 
  

Within the county (before state Fair even begins) the 4-H Development Educator: 

 Identifies priority county programs that can be enhanced through participation at State Fair 

(through demonstrations, display, exhibits, evaluation, etc.). 

 Works with the countyõs 4-H Program Committee to determine the extent of county involvement 

in State Fair. 

 Corresponds with State Fair on issues related to: 

 Parking Permits and Entry tickets (Aka: Credentials) ð Mary Ellen Daino, NYS Fair Entry 

Department will mail Request Forms to individual counties in early spring. Completed forms 

are to be returned to Mary Ellen ASAP (no later than June 1st).  Parking Lots are noted by 

colors.  Handicapped parking tags are available upon request for those who may need them.  

Please be mindful that parking and entry tickets are limited, request only those that are 

absolutely necessary.  In the past, requests have exceeded use.  Please pay careful attention 

to your requests. Unused parking permits and entry tickets are to be returned to State Fair at 

the end of Fair.  

 

 Fair Premium / Exhibitor Books ð Individual counties receive 5 copies of premium books- 

FREE.  Should a county need additional copies, they have two options: download directly from 
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http:/ /nys4hevents.pbwiki.com or request additional premium books by notifying Mary Ellen 

Daino at the NYS Fair at: maryellen.daino@agmkt.state.ny.us.  Cost of additional premium 

books is around $2.00 per book. Counties will be billed for the number of additional books 

ordered. Orders for additional books must be in no later than February 27th.    

 

 Dormitory Pre-Reservation - Dormitory pre-registration forms can be found at 

http://nys4hevents.pbwiki.com.  Completed forms are submitted electronically to 

jb61@cornell.edu no later than August 15th.   

 Dormitory Cards -  Any youth or adult expecting to reside in the youth building dormitory will need to 

complete a Dormitory card.  Dormitory cards are mailed to counties along with the five FREE NYS Fair 

Premium Books in late spring.  Youth and adults fill out cards and return them to Extension Educator for 

signature.  Extension Educator/ Designated Chaperone turns them in to Youth Building Dormitory 

Personnel upon arrival at NYS Fair. NOTE: Youth Dorm cards require signatures of parent/guardian and 

County Extension Educator.  Adults other than Extension Educators staying in the dorm also need to sign 

their card and have Extension Educator signature.  

 Actively recruits teens to apply for Teen Leader/Teen Evaluator and Teen Assistant positions. 

 Recruits volunteers to serve in planning, supervision, and teaching roles. 

 Nominates volunteers for Volunteer of the Day recognition at State Fair 

 Monitors communication from the State 4-H Youth Development Office such as Fourth Friday 

News, State Fair mailings, and the State Fair Premium Book  

 Helps to make the State Fair better each year by communicating helpful critique to the 4-H State 

Fair Advisory Committee, State Fair Superintendents and State 4-H Office. 

 Provides County Orientation for teens and volunteers prior to their arrival at State Fair to review 

expectations for State Fair participation.    

 Prepares, organizes and maintains County òState Fair Notebookó ð This notebook contains details 

of county and youth involvement at the NYS Fair, and serves as a reference manual and backup for 

any information that might be needed.  The County State Fair Notebook should be kept somewhere 

within County Booth for volunteers and youth to use when necessary (See General Planning section).  
 

While at State Fair, the 4-H Youth Development Extension Educator (or designated representative): 

 Oversees county exhibits ð this includes: 

Î Monitoring the evaluation process   Does every exhibit have a completed EIS (exhibitor 

Information Card? Are EIS cards filled out completely?  Has the EIS card been signed by 

the County Educator? Has every exhibit been evaluated?  Can Teen Evaluators find all of 

the items listed on the master list?  Have you provided a list Social Security numbers to 

Mary Ellen Daino, for those youth exhibiting for the first time at the NYS Fair?  Is someone 

available to answer questions during the evaluation process? 

Î Supervising hands-on participation in your booth.  Note: funding has been available in the 

past to support innovative Science, Engineering & Technology hands-on activities.  These 

activities are generally run by Teen Leaders that you have brought with you to work in your 

booth.   More in-depth details will be sent out in early spring.  

 Assumes a Key Leader role or Assists Key Leaders in coordinating Teen Leader Programs.  Your 

help is needed in order to keep Teen Leader programs running smoothly.  This can be a great 

opportunity to work with other educators and teens from across the state.   For a list of Teen 

Leader and Educator opportunities, see ôJust For Teensõ.  
 Registers and Chaperones county delegation in the dormitory - check out State Fair Dormitory 

Information included in this booklet.  Makes sure that adults/chaperones/youth attend 

mandatory orientation sessions the first night of each time period.   

http://nys4hevents.pbwiki.com/
mailto:maryellen.daino@agmkt.state.ny.us
http://nys4hevents.pbwiki.com/
mailto:jb61@cornell.edu
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Successful County Displays 

Exhibit Planning   
 
County Display space within the Youth Building provide individual counties with the opportunity to 

showcase their local 4-H program, demonstrate how ò4-H Connects Kids to Cornelló through hands-

on Science, Engineering & Technology activities, and represents individual interpretation of the 

Youth Building Theme: 4-H Choose HealthéAnd My World.  

Planning is an essential part of preparing successful county 

displays.  Each exhibit booth is assigned to three counties who 

occupy it in rotation.  It is recommended that the three counties 

plan the overall design of the booth cooperatively to eliminate the 

need for each county to decorate separately when they come in.   

Many counties already do this quite successfully.  County displays 

will be judged each rotation with òSpecial Rosettesó awarded to 

those counties that best represent the overall theme. 

 

The most successful county groupings coordinate: 

 Props and backdrops brought by each county to be used by 

all three counties in your rotation. 

 Setup & teardown of overall backdrop at Fair. 

 

It is important to come to State Fair prepared with anything and everything you might need: extra 

dorm cards, Exhibitor Information ð EIS (green) Cards, and a treasure chest of materials that can 

help you create an attractive county display. Below for your use is Delaware Countyõs tried and true 

òChest of Treasuresó that they regularly bring to State Fair. Remember to label everything with 

county name.  
 

 

New York State Fair  òTreasure Chestó  
Ç staplers, staple guns, staples for both  Ç thumb tacks and/or push pins 
Ç string and wire  Ç pins, hooks, and paper clips  
Ç scissors and wire cutters  Ç tape and glue (all kinds)  
Ç hammer and nails Ç peg board hangers  
Ç screwdrivers and screws  Ç pens markers and pencils  
Ç hole punch 
Ç extension cords + three -prong electric adapters  
Ç Camera ð with extra batteries  

Ç sticky notes  
Ç first aid kit  
Ç ruler  

 
Additional items specific to dorm life:  

Ç Flashlights  
Ç Mattress Covers (+ few extras just in case)  
Ç Shower Shoes  
Sleeping Bag /Pillows ð some folks do forget!  

Ç  County Master List  

Ç   List  of cell phone contact numbers 
for youth, chaperones and volunteers 
staying at the NYS Fair.   

Cooperative planning 

by the three counties    

assigned to the same 

booth will eliminate 

the need for each 

county to decorate 

separately .  
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General Planning   
 

Keeping all the details as to information about your countyõs participation in a State Fair Notebook 

will help you and your volunteers plan and stay organized before, during, and after your trip. The 

main categories for your notebook include: 

$ Copy of the Youth Building Handbook ð this is an important reference and information 

source to have while  at the State Fair 

$ Teen Leaders - include the name, address, phone number, emergency contact 

information, State Fair program area of each participant, and social security number for 

youth who have not participated at State Fair previously, 

$ Teen Leader positions and teens assigned to fill them  - include all the information Key 

Leaders have sent out to teens,  including days and hours that teens are expected to work 

a teen leader/teen evaluator position (if you know that in advance).  

$ Public Presentations/ Talent Showcase/ Produced in New York/ etc. program information- 

include the names and time schedule for all participants involved.  Complete individual 

ôParticipant Summary Formõ for each program area.   

$ Trams - include the names and time schedules for teens/adults who are working the 

trams. Remember to bring an extra list of names to finalize and submit to the State Fair 

Youth Building Office. 

$ Projects - include all the information needed for the interactive activities/projects that will 

be conducted in your county booth. 

$ Medical/ Photo Release Forms - for all youth participants. Keep these forms and a list of 

Emergency Contact names and numbers for youth participants with you at all times.  

$ Schedule of Events ð what and when is happening at the State Fair. 

$ Master List (See explanation on the next page.) 

$ Maps - both of youth building and fairgrounds. 

$ Dorm Cards ð remember to have completed dorm cards for all youth and adults staying at 

the dorms. Itõs also a good idea to have a few extra, just in case.  

$ County and Chaperone Code of Conduct Forms ð completed and signed by individual 

participants. Itõs a good idea to review the expectations prior to leaving for state fair. Have 

a few copies on hand just in case teens donõt remember what is expected of them.  

$ List of Names and cell phone numbers for all Chaperones/Parents/Volunteers/Youth   

staying at the State Fair during any rotation. A copy of this list should also be provided to 

the 4-H Office at State Fair.  

$ Social Security Numbers ð see explanation on next page.  
 

Exhibit Information & Procedures 
 

M ASTER L ISTS  

These lists are mandatory if exhibits are to be evaluated.  Please note the following: 
 

 Each county must submit a COUNTY MASTER LIST to the State Fair 4-H office upon their 

arrival at the NYS Fair.  Be sure list is complete and accurate.  We suggest double-checking 

and making corrections to the Master List once all of your exhibits are in place.  An electronic 

version of the Master List format can be found at:  http://nys4hevents.pbwiki.com 

 

http://nys4hevents.pbwiki.com/
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 Master list must be submitted to the Youth Building 4-H Office no later than 9 p.m. the 

evening before the county rotations begin. 

 

 Be sure to keep a copy of County Master List in your County State Fair Notebook.  

 

 Use your Master List when packing up exhibits to be sure that you have everything that you 

came with, and that you have all of the ribbons you need. 

 

 Note about Social Security numbers:  NYS Department of Ag & Markets requires Social 

Security numbers in order to pay premiums.   Individual counties will need to submit a list of 

names, complete addresses and Social Security numbers for ONLY those youth exhibiting for 

the first time.  If youth have exhibited in the past, their SS# is already on file and does not 

need to be submitted again. SS# lists for new exhibitors ONLY, must be turned into Mary Ellen 

Daino, prior to the NYS Fair, or during your county rotation. Please keep a copy of this list for 

your files.  If you ask nicely, Mary Ellen Daino will be more than happy to provide you with a 

current listing of youth in your county, already on file.    
 

 

Exhibitor Information Statements (EIS) Cards  

 

These are to be used only for exhibits that meet age, class and quota limits and thus are eligible to 

be evaluated for premiums. Most Sections have quotas or specific limits on the number of entries 

per exhibitor or county (see Premium Book for quotas).  Please do not use State Fair EIS cards for 

any other exhibits.  This becomes very confusing and severely disruptive to the judging process.  If 

an exhibit if ôfor Display Onlyõ, please use the blue ôdisplay onlyõ cards, copies of which can be found 

in the 4-H office in the youth building at State Fair. 
 

EIS cards come from the New York State Fairgrounds office in Syracuse, NY.  A form is mailed to 

counties asking for the number of EIS cards and Dorm cards needed.  Please note that the State 

Fair Entry Department is very receptive to 4-H requests.  If you need more cards, please call Mary 

Ellen Daino at the State Fair Office (1-800-475-3247 Ext 1337) 
 

Please note: 

 Extension Educators must sign the EIS card. In signing the card, Extension Educator is 

verifying that exhibit is complete and has met all entry/ exhibit requirements.  

 Card must be filled out completely, accurately, and legibly. Make sure both top and bottom 

of EIS card is filled out and that mailing address is legible and complete.  

 Exhibitor may attach one additional page to answer questions if necessary. 

 Information stated on the EIS cards helps the evaluator to know what the 4-Hõer has 

learned from the process of producing the project.  Although writing the statement might 

not be fun for the 4-Hõer, the reflective process is critical to youth development. 

 Youth have the opportunity for conference judging if they are present when evaluations are 

being done. Evaluators have always welcomed the opportunity to interact with 4-H 

members. Face-to-face evaluations do need to follow Exhibitor Rules & Regulations.  EIS 

cards need to be completed by every exhibitor for each exhibit. There is no additional 

premium awarded for face-to-face evaluations. 

 Questions need to be answered for each exhibit to be evaluated unless noted otherwise 

under a specific section in the Premium Book. Please read each section for any additional 
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requirements.  4-Hõers are most successful at the State Fair when you, the 4-H Educator, is 

involved in the process of reviewing EIS cards on entries.  
  

The EIS card shown below is an excellent example copied from a real memberõs exhibit. 
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EXHIBIT SELECTION , PREPARATION &  PACKING  

 

Exhibits at State Fair are judged using the Danish system.  This means 4-H members following 

the rules and regulations in the Youth Premium Book will have their exhibits evaluated by 

experienced evaluators and will be awarded ribbons based on the ideal project.  Premium money 

will be awarded for exhibits earning the blue, red, and white ribbons. 

 

Display Only Option (Exhibits not evaluated) is an option for any county. 

This is a good way to remain involved with limited people power.  

County Master Lists and Exhibitor Information Statements are not 

required.  òDisplay Onlyó cards and Participation Ribbons are available 

in State Fair 4-H office for staff to hang on ôdisplay onlyõ exhibits. No 

premiums will be awarded.  Please remove all County Fair ribbons prior 

to putting any òExhibit Onlyó projects on display. Let us know early if 

your county will opt for the Display Only Option.  If exhibits are 

designated FOR DISPLAY ONLY, we encourage counties to focus 

volunteer and staff attention on Interactive Displays and getting your 

teens involved with teen opportunities.     

 

Selection, Preparation & Packing  

 

Selection Criteria and Class Requirements 

Although exhibits need to meet class requirements listed in the 

Premium Book, your county will set its own criteria for selecting 

exhibitors and exhibits to represent you at the State Fair.  These 

Typed EIS Card Example 

To complete this project I used the following materials:  

1. a purchased solid-colored long-sleeved shirt   5.   fabric paint pen 

2. bleach       6.   a small plastic bowl 

3. spray bottle      7.   plastic bags.   

4. sponges cut in the shape of Ĳò and 2ò stars and 3ò circles  

 

I selected a washable, solid-colored shirt so that it would be easy to care for and look nice with the design I intended to add to it. 
 

First, I prewashed the shirt in cold water and dried it so that it would be colorfast.  Next, I lined it with plastic bags so the bleach 

would not soak through and discolor the back of the shirt.  Then, I protected the work surface (a table) with a covering of old 

newspapers and a garbage bag.  I laid the shirt out flat on the plastic bag.  I used the spray bottle to lightly spray the shirt with 

bleach so that the front looked as if it were snowing.  I poured a small amount of bleach in a bowl, dipped the sponges in the 

bleach and pressed them onto the fabric to produce the snowman design and the star decorations.  

 

I allowed the bleach to sit on the fabric until the color fadedðapproximately 5 minutes.  Then I rinsed the shirt in cold water and 

laid it flat to air dry.  Once it was dry I added an orange ócarrotô nose, black eyes, mouth, and buttons. 

 

I enjoyed decorating this shirt.  I was especially excited because I made this as a Christmas gift for one of my sisters and I was 

sure she would like it.  I learned to use my interest in artistic design to decorate a piece of clothing.  I learned that I had to hold 

the spray bottle away from the shirt and allow the bleach to drift down in a mist to achieve the effect of a snowstorm; otherwise it 

made óglobsô.  I also learned that it was a slower process than I anticipated; I had to be patient and wait for the color to bleach out.  

I could have pressed the bottom sponge more evenly to remove more color from the bottom of the snowman.  

 

  While collecting exhibits 
for  transport to State 
Fair:  

  

  
$ Check individual exhibit against      
      S tate Fair Premium Book to    
       make sure it meets all    
      requirements.    
  
$ Securely Attach exhibit card 

securely.  
 

    
$ Record exhibit on master list    
      (to be used   when unloading    
      vehicle, when overseeing    
      evaluation and again when    
      packing up exhibits).    
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criteria are based how the county wishes to showcase its 4-H program and established member 

recognition policies.  

 

Because counties have expressed a need to display the products of òout-of-the-boxó programs, an 

open class has been added to each section.  In addition, a Special & Unique section has been 

created for exhibits that are so unique they do not fit into existing Premium Book sections.  Please do 

your best to place exhibits in the correct class to ensure that the most appropriate evaluator will 

judge the exhibit and help the exhibitor to learn through comment and considerate critique. 
 

Read the Premium Book carefully!  - All Sections have specific entry requirements.  Therefore, it is 

important that the exhibitor receives all the general information pertaining to the Section, not just a 

specific class description. All classes require that the Exhibitor Information Statement (EIS) Card 

accompany the exhibit.  

 

Read all the information in the Premium Book to identify additional questions that may be required 

for a specific class.  On the next three pages you will find helpful comments, from exhibit evaluators 

to suggestions for packing exhibits for safe transport. 
 

Food ExhibitsñSection D 

General Guidelines: 

Á All baked entries must be baked from scratch by the exhibitor. No ready made 

refrigerated/frozen dough or box mixes permitted. Use of bread machine not allowed. 

Á No exhibits requiring refrigeration (cream or custard-based pies, cakes) are allowed. 

Á Our goal is to encourage the mastery of skills. Fewer ingredients generally mean a 

simpler recipe. The more experienced 4-H member is encouraged to exhibit a more 

difficult recipe. Exhibitors are also encouraged to not exhibit in the same class year 

after year. Again, this is to demonstrate mastery of new skills.  

Á Please encourage exhibitors to demonstrate good nutritional choices in their recipe. 

Á Remove all items from baking pans (except pies) and exhibit on paper plates or foil-

wrapped cardboard. Exhibit must be covered with plastic re-sealable baggies -- no 

plastic wrap. Do not bake muffins or cupcakes in paper liners. 

Á Include recipe card (product name, ingredients, preparation steps, and yield) with all 

baked entries. 

Á Indicate how the recipe was modified to make it healthier. 

Á An exhibit is: 3 samples of small items (cookies, muffins, cupcakes, rolls, breadsticks, 

pretzels or similar products); of large item (loaf bread, cake, coffee cake or similar 

products); or whole item if needed to convey appearance of product (pie, turtle-shaped 

bread or similar products). 

Á Complete exhibitor information statement card for each exhibit entered, indicating new 

skills mastered and nutritional choices made. 

 

Packing suggestions: 
 Wrap posters in brown paper. 
 Put foods on a paper plate, and cover with a plastic bag (not plastic wrap).  
 Wrap the recipe in plastic to keep it clean and attach it to the EIS. 
 If any extra food specimen is included for display purposes, clearly label it as such.   
 Bring exhibits in a box to prevent crushing. 
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Home Environment and Art Objects - Section D 
 Display art objects with care:  Special boxes for jewelry, etc. 
 Use a stiff backing for large matted art. 

 
Packing suggestions: 

 Put small exhibits in a box.  
 Cover framing or matting with plastic wrap. 
 Wrap large exhibits in old blanket or sheet to prevent damage. 
 Wrap posters in brown paper. 

 

 
Textiles and Clothing - Section D  

 Sew to the garment/article, or securely attach, the completed EIS card and all other 
required information.  See both section and class instructions in the Youth Department 
Premium Book. 

 See note about evaluation on page 20. 
 

Packing suggestions: 
 Bring garments on a hanger, in a plastic bag.  
 Articles should be packed in a box. 

 

Visual Arts / Photography Exhibits- Section E 

 Be sure that all photographic exhibits are listed on the County Master List of exhibits.  

 Photographic Exhibits must comply with all specifications listed in SECTION E of the 

Premium Book. 
 

Horticulture - Section F   
 

The Horticulture Contest  is generally held in the FFA building. There are three levels of participation:  
beginner, intermediate, and advanced. The contest has three main sections:  Judging, Identification, 
and Team Problem Solving.  To prepare for the Horticulture Contest, consult New York State 
Horticulture Guide for Youth see: http://www.hort.cornell.edu/4hplants/  

 

 

Exhibits ñ  
NEW in 2009: http://blogs.cornell.edu/garden/grow-your-program/prepare-for-the-state-fair/  
 

 A limited number of containers are provided for cut flowers. Flower arrangement containers, 

houseplant specimens, and other non-perishable items must have some form of owner 

identification on the exhibit. 

 Horticulture exhibits are displayed in county exhibit areas. County representatives are responsible 

for setting up the produce display in an attractive manner. Exhibit trays are available from the 

Youth Building boiler room. Please take only as many as you actually need since the supply is 

rather limited.  

 Youngsters sending cut flowers long distances should be instructed on how to select, cut, harden 

and pack stems of materials in non-spillable water (sno-pac, oasis) or wet tissue.  See link above 

for suggestions on how to prepare and pack horticulture exhibits for state fair.  

 Type or use permanent ink on the entry cards.  Water-soluble ink will run due to the wet peat 

moss.  

 The most frequent blank left on the entry card is "variety!"  Evaluators will downgrade exhibits 

one level for this omission. 

 All horticulture exhibits are evaluated on the first day of each time period. Please have all entries 

in place as close to 8:00 a.m. as possible. 

http://www.hort.cornell.edu/4hplants/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/garden/grow-your-program/prepare-for-the-state-fair/
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 Perishable exhibits are collected at the end of each time period by the Horticulture 4-H staff. 

Items are donated to food pantries in Syracuse.  

 A county representative should retrieve all awards for exhibited produce from the Teen Assistant 

in charge of the Horticulture State Fair program. 
  

Packing suggestions: 

 Bring exhibits in a box to prevent transport damage.  

 Do not send flower containers or other items of sentimental or monetary value. 

 No fresh produce should be contained for long in airtight bags. Plastic bags should be perforated 

and used for most vegetables and fruits to prevent moisture loss.  

 Leaf and root crops hold quality better if wrapped in wet paper.  

 If possible, fruit, leaf, root, pea, and corn exhibits should be chilled during transport. Even warm-

weather fruit crops such as cucumbers, squash, beans, etc. keep best for a day or two if cool. 

Traveling at night or early morning avoids the debilitating heat of late August. 
 

Environmental Education - Section G  
 Check the Premium Book for required information that is not included on the EIS card. 

 

Packing suggestions: 
 Pack in box if possible. 

 

Plant Pathology and Entomology - Section H  
 See Premium Book for special instructions.   
 

Packing suggestions: 
 Wrap insect cases in old blankets or sheets. Put other exhibits in boxes if possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Make entry and repack ing easy!  

Exhibits may have to be carried a considerable distance by hand.  

The following points will facilitate the entry and return process:  
 

$Use sturdy containers, small and light enough to easily be carried  
    by hand. 

 
$ Close and fasten packages adequately.  

 
$ Have exhibitor information cards, recipes and other required  
    information, etc. with the exhibit.  

 
$ If an extra specimen (like a flower stem) is included with an exhibit 

make sure it is clearly labeled as such.  
 
$ After exhibits are unpacked, empt y boxes can be stored behind  
    display panels for later use in taking exhibits home. If you want a  
    particular box saved, be sure to label it and place it behind your  
    display area or store it in your vehicle.  
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Participation Ribbons & Exhibit Only Cards 

Green participation ribbons and Exhibit Only (BLUE) cards are available for all exhibits that are 

entered for display only and for clover bud display items.  It is the county's responsibility to pick up 

these ribbons / cards from the State Fair 4-H Youth Building Office. There will be a county checklist 

stored with the ribbon supply. Please indicate the number of ribbons / cards your county uses on this 

list. We use this information to help us with printing and reordering.  

 

Exhibit Security  

 

Be sure that exhibitors understand they are sending exhibits at their own risk. If an item has great 

sentimental or monetary value, be sure that the exhibitor and family understand the risk involved.  

Items can get damaged and exhibits have been stolen in the past, even from locked cabinets. 

 

Problem Exhibits  

 

A òproblem exhibitó is an exhibit with missing information.  Such 

exhibits make more work for all of us ð evaluators, state fair 

staff, volunteers, Teen Assistants and you.  Please do your best 

to have all appropriate information with an exhibit.   

 

Should there be a òproblem exhibitó a Teen Leader or Teen 

Assistant will be sent to your county booth to try to resolve the 

matter.  For this reason, it is imperative that someone familiar 

with your Master List and exhibitors be in your booth during all 

evaluation times. 

 

Other Fair Opportunities  
NYS Fair Parade - On the third day of each time period, 4-H has the opportunity to march in 

the NYS Fair Parade. This is a marvelous opportunity to showcase 4-H youth development and the 

2009 NYS Fair 4-H Themes. 

 

Tram Rides - At the present time New York State FFA and Cornell Cooperative Extension 4-H 

Youth Development are cooperating with the New York State Fair to operate the rides as a fundraiser 

for our respective organizations.  

 

What to Expect at State Fair 
 

The key word in dealing with situations at State Fair is flexibility!  State Fair is a very complex 

operation.  Often there are many people/factors involved, which aren't immediately apparent in a 

given situation.  The theoretical "what should be" or "what makes sense" and the actual "what is" may 

be very different.  Starting out with this concept as "a given" can save you a lot of stress! 
 

éit is imperative 

that someone 

fa miliar with your 

Master list and 

exhibitors be in your 

booth during all 

evaluation times.  
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PARKING  

When arriving at the Fairgrounds, allow sufficient time AND EXPECT DELAYS.  This could be for 15 ð 

30 minutes.  If for some reason the State Police have closed Gate #6, be patient.  It should re-open 

as soon as the congestion relieves itself.  This is a major access to the grounds and it periodically 

closes.  If the designated parking lot is deemed FULL, ask the parking attendant for an alternate lot.  

Enter Gate #6 or #7 to the Gray Parking Lot.  Proceed to Gate #10, turn left, and proceed to the 

Youth Building.  Please ð read the Fair Premium Book carefully noting specific Set-Up and Release 

Times for County Exhibits in the Youth Building.   

 

Unloading Exhibits: 

Access to parking near the Youth Building is extremely limited and requires both a delivery pass and 

everyone's complete cooperation.  Vehicles should park at either end of the Youth Building or behind 

the Youth Building only long enough to actually unload or reload exhibits. PLEASE NOTE - the paved 

area between the Youth Building and the Iroquois Village is Indian Nation property, not a public street.  
Please be very conscientious when unloading from this paved area and do not park on the grass.   

 

After unloading, vehicles should immediately be moved to the appropriate lot (Gray or Orange) See 

Parking Maps in Fair Premium Books.  If you are making a delivery, be sure to hang a delivery hanger 

tag on your vehicle.  Vehicles without proper credentials will be towed.  Outgoing counties need to be 

given the opportunity to remove their exhibits before incoming counties can start having access to 

the area.  (See the Youth Department Premium Book Rules and Regulations section for specific 

information on release and entry times).   

 

Lot Parking Policies: 

Parking stickers must be affixed to the vehicle windshield upon entering the grounds.  All parking 

stickers are good for all days of the fair unless otherwise printed on the sticker.  Parking hangers 

must be handed to the fair attendant upon entering the fairgrounds.  The attendant will tear off the 

appropriate one-day coupon and return the hanger that must then be properly displayed from the 

rearview mirror of the vehicle.  All vehicles require parking credentials. 

 

Please note:  Each year counties must make parking credential requests indicating how many 

parking passes your county will need during the fair.  You will receive a request form along with 

a Parking Manual from State Fair in early spring. Please make an honest request, based on how 

many passes you used last year with thoughtful consideration given to how many more or less 

you may need this year.  If more passes are needed, they can be requested at a future time. 

State Fair is very good about getting passes, books, etc. out to us in a timely fashion.  Asking for 

parking passes but then not using them, or not using the passes for 4-H reflects poorly on 4-H 

Youth Development.  

 

Please remember:  Fairgoing pedestrians have the right of way at all times over vehicles. 

 

Display Set up  
There are flatbed pushcarts and tall stepladders available in the Youth Building for county use. Here 

again, cooperation is needed since there are only two or three of each. 
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Supplies and Display Equipment Available 

In addition to the items listed on the allocation chart that is sent out with the Teen Leader Packet in 

April, there are some other things available for your use. 

 

 Paper / Plastic table covering - useful for covering all sorts of additional things from display 

modules to back drop panels. 

 A large county name sign, white with green letters ð Teen Assistants work hard to get these 

signs up as soon as possible on changeover day. 

 Pegboard hooks - can be found in the State Fair 4-H Youth Building Office.  Our supply is 

extremely limited.  If you have peg hooks of your own, we encourage you to bring them.   

 óOdds & Endsô ï Need something?  Just ask; we might have it.  If you think it might benefit 

the whole, suggest items that we should have on hand to enhance displays.  We donõt mind 

you using items, but at the close of your particular county rotation, we ask that you return 

whatever you borrowed, to where you found it. Please donõt just leave it in your county booth.  

We want to have things available for counties coming in after you leave.  

 Adjustable Display modules, Glass and Open Showcases, Shelf units, Easels, Tables and 

Chairs, and Misc. - We have a limited number of these particular items.  We will try our best to 

assure that counties have access to these items. We cannot guarantee that you will get all 

that you want. If upon arriving at the NYS Fair, you find that you need a particular item and itõs 

not already in your booth, PLEASE ask the folks in the State Fair 4-H Office first. Don't just 

assume that any additional item "just sitting in another booth" is actually available. Someone else 

may be counting on using it.   

 

EVALUATION  

 
Judging Method and Purpose 

Exhibits will be evaluated over the first three days of each time period.  The Danish System of 

judging is used.  Responses to the questions on the EIS cards, and the exhibit quality relative to the 

ideal for the exhibitorõs grade level help the evaluators determine the Excellent (blue), Good (red), or 

Worthy (white) award is appropriate for each entry.  Constructive comments will also be given. 

 

Evaluation can be a useful and important educational tool.  However, it canõt always be perfect.  

Inevitably, there will be questions about unclear or poor decisions.  Here it is important to emphasize 

what can be learned from the experience.  Adult attitude can turn even the worst scenario into a 

positive learning experience for the youth involved.  When questions arise or problems are 

encountered, contact the Section Superintendent in charge as soon as possible.  It is much easier to 

resolve situations satisfactorily when the evaluator is still available. 

 

Note that at State Fair, exhibits are evaluated for the process, not just the product.  Evaluators are 

trained to review EIS statements carefully; and to understand the number of years the 4-Hõer has 

been in a particular project area so that they can evaluate accordingly.  This should be your mindset 

as you select exhibits to come to State Fair.  For example, a beautiful, well-sewn apron may be given 

a white ribbon if the exhibitor is 15 years old and has sewn for 8 years. Perfection is not the goal of 

4-H, youth development is! 
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Certificates  

Teen leaders receive Teen Leader certificates.  There will be a county checklist stored with the 

certificate supply. Please indicate the number of certificates you take on the list provided.  

 

FEED ROOM  

The Feed Room is a clever title given to a small kitchenette located near the Poultry Area on the first 

floor of the Youth Building. Feed Room is for 4-H use only.  There are shelves for food storage, 

refrigerators and a microwave oven.  If you choose to bring perishable food items, you may not bring 

them into the dorms, but there is space available in the Feed Room to store your food. You must 

follow these rules: 

 

 Label all items you bring. 

 Clean up after yourself when you are through. 

 Remember to take leftovers home with you when you leave. 
 

 

Chaperone & Teen Leader Orientation Meetings  

 A Youth Orientation meeting will be held the first night of each rotation at approximately 8:30 

p.m. in the stage area of the youth building.  This is a mandatory meeting for all youth residing 

in the youth building dormitories.  

 

 A chaperone orientation meeting will be held the first night of each rotation at approximately 

9:15 p.m. in the stage area if the youth building.  These meetings are important and are 

mandatory for every chaperone.  Educators please do not expect the Orientation at State Fair 

to cover all the details of chaperone guidelines.  Adequate Risk Management preparedness is 

critical to the safety and well being of all those involved in 4-H programs and activities. Please 

take time with your chaperons prior to their arrival at the Fair, to fully orient them as to what is 

expected of them as chaperons.   

 

 Some Chaperones may arrive on a night other than the 1st evening of a counties rotation. In 

that case, Chaperone Orientation packets can be found in the dorm offices and in the 4-H 

office at State Fair. It is important for Chaperones to be aware of their chaperone duties. A 

pre-fair orientation at the County level is encouraged.    

 

 Teen Leaders / Teen Evaluator Orientation meetings will be held on the first morning of each 

rotation.  Check the bulletin board outside of the State Fair 4-H Youth Building office for 

specific details. These meeting times will also be announced at the Youth Orientation and 

Chaperone orientation meetings. 

 

Evening Activities in the Youth Building  

The State 4-H Youth Development Office supports activities in the Youth Building to keep youth 

active and safe in the evenings at the fair.  Teen Activities, ranging from icebreakers to dances, will 

be held nights 1 ð 3 of your rotation.  These activities are coordinated by Teen Assistants.  We ask 

that adults chaperoning teens in the youth building, help us oversee these events. ALL TEEN EVENTS 

WILL CONCLUDE BY 11:00 P.M.  
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State Fair Dormitory Information 

 

NEW YORK STATE FAIR DORMITORY GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Á Access is through the center of the Youth Building via stairway to 2nd Floor.  

Á Cost - $2 per night, per person; plus $1 deposit for dorm button ($1 refunded at check-out time with 

return of dorm button). Replacement buttons $1. 

Á Office Hours ð Open at Noon on Wednesday before opening day of the Fair and closes at 6 PM on Labor 

Day (last day of the fair).  

Á Check in ð Chaperones must be present when checking youth into dorms. Chaperones are expected to 

reside in the dorms along with youth they are chaperoning.   Dorm registrations require a completed dorm 

card and exactly $1.00 as deposit for a dorm button. All beds will be assigned. There will be no bed 

switching.  

Á Check Out ð 12 NOON.  All items should be removed from bunks. Youth and adults may store property in a 

locker or along the wall of the dorm until 6 PM on the day they are leaving. A pass will be issued for re-

entry to collect property. ** An additional $2.00 will be charged for anyone checking out after NOON**  

Á Dorm Residents ð are youth ages 5 and older with State Fair activities or duties. All youth residents 

require assigned adult chaperones (21 yrs. & over). No children under 5 years of age are allowed to stay in 

the dormitories.  Please note that only males may stay in Boys Dorm, and only Females in the Girls Dorm.  

Á Curfew ð All youth will be in the Youth building between 10:30 PM and 7 AM unless attending a specific 

evening event and/or with written parental and/or chaperone permission. All 4-H Teen events held in 

youth building will end no later than 11:00 p.m.  A Security Wristband and dorm button is required of 

all youth entering or leaving building after curfew.     ** See Security Wristband Procedure **    

Á Mandatory 4-H Youth Orientation Meeting - 8:30 PM., the first night of every time period, in front of the 

Stage area located in the center of the Youth Building.  All youth residing in the 4-H Dormitories will be 

expected to attend this meeting.  

Á Mandatory Chaperone Orientation at 9:15 p.m. the first night of every time period in front of the stage 

located in the center of the Youth building.    

Á Security ð New York State Fair provide Security Personnel to ensure the safety of all residents of the dorm 

and youth building.  

 

All persons using the dormitory should receive an orientation to the NYS Fair Rules and Regulations prior to 

their arrival at State Fair.  It is especially important that chaperones understand what is expected of them. 

 

DORMITORY RULES & REGULATIONS 

 
There are some basic rules that must be followed by everyone using the dorms. Please read these rules 

carefully.  Dorm residents are expected to quiet down after "lights out" at night, and dress quietly in the 

morning.  Youth should be instructed to direct any questions or problems to their own county chaperone. 

Youth are responsible for abiding by any special county code of conduct, even when more stringent than that 

expected of other young people in the dorm. 

 

 

1. Curfew is 10:30 PM. Exception: When 4-H Teen events are planned ð curfew for youth attending event is 

at conclusion of specific event. ALL 4-H TEEN EVENTS WILL END NO LATER THAN 11:00 P.M.  4-H Teens 

attending scheduled teen activities in the Youth building, PLEASE notify your chaperone as to where you 

will be. Immediately after teen activity has concluded, please check in with your chaperone letting them 

know you have returned to the dorm.     
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2. Entry to the youth building after 10:00 p.m. is through the center doors of the Youth building, up the stairs 

to the 2nd floor.  Entry requires a dorm button (for adults and youth) and Security Wristband (youth only) 

when entering after 10:30 PM. 

3. Youth entering or leaving the Youth building between 10:30 PM and 7 AM must speak with their county 

chaperon and have obtained a Security Wristband from their chaperone. Chaperones please see ** 

Security Wristband Procedure ** noted below.    

4. Quiet hours in the dorms: 11 PM to 7 AM. 

5. No cell phone calls in or out after 11 PM 

6. All youth must be chaperoned. (Designated by county or program personnel) 

7. For safety concerns NO bed switching or rearranging. 

8. No smoking, food, beverages, hot plates or animals allowed in dorms. 

9. No children under the age of 5 are allowed to stay over night in the dormitories.  

10. Regardless of age, only females may stay in Girls Dorm, and only males may stay in Boys Dorm.  

11. Luggage or any other items may not be left in aisles. 

12. No sleeping on the floors. 

13. Hair dryers & curling irons must not be used at or near the bunks. 

14. No electrical cords can be run across dorm floor. 

15. If the fire alarm sounds, exit immediately (exit maps on wall) and go to designated meeting spot (check 

with chaperone for location). 

16. Roller blades, skates, skateboards, scooters or bicycles are not allowed on Fairgrounds. 

17. Residents are responsible for all damage beyond normal wear. 

18. All doors are to be kept closed. (Fire Code). The blue light security system is operational. No one should be 

opening doors to allow access to the dorm at any time (unless there is a fire). 

19. Nothing is to be hung from or attached to the sprinkler pipes. (Fire Code) 

20. Nightlights must remain on at all times. 

21. All residents shall act with a mature and morally responsible behavior and attitude, at all times, 

recognizing the basic rules of society and the rights of others. 

22. Violations of the rules & regulations may result in any or all of the following: expulsion from the dorm, 

forfeiture of awards and/or premiums, guarantee and privilege of further participation in the State Fair 

program.  

 

** SECURITY WRISTBAND PROCEDURE ** 

 

Any youth planning to enter or leave the Youth Building between the hours of 10:30 p.m. and 7 a.m. on any 

day of their stay in the youth building dormitories, must speak with their designated county chaperone to 

discuss their reasons.  County Educator / Designated chaperone will determine if request will be honored. 

Chaperone will complete necessary paperwork, and submit completed form to 4-H Office in the youth building 

on the day of request. (Wristband Request Forms can be picked up in 4-H Office in Youth Building). 

Chaperones will be provided the number of wristbands requested and will personally secure wristband on 

individual youth requesting late curfew. NOTE: youth out after curfew, must be accompanied by an adult (21 or 

older), or with a group of 3 or more youth. Upon returning to the Youth Building, teens will sign-in, present 

dorm button and security wrist band, at which time Security Personnel will remove wristband.  Used 

wristbands will be filed in 4-H office. Wristbands are for one-time usage only. Each day that a youth is out after 

curfew, another request form will be required.   

 

Registration Information  

 

Dormitory pre-registration is due electronically to the State 4-H Office at the August 15 th.  NOTE: 

Dormitory Pre-registration is merely a means for Dorm staff to determine number of beds required by 

county groups attending State Fair. It is not a final listing. Educators can update dorm staff with final 

names and numbers when they arrive at State Fair.  Having printed copy of final dorm reservations 
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with you when you arrive at State Fair would be really helpful.  Dormitory registrations are submitted 

electronically to jb61@cornell.edu  and are available at: http://nys4hevents.pbwiki.com 

 

Upon arrival at State Fair, Educators / Designated Chaperone should register youth and adults at the 

dorm office.  Registration requires a completed Dorm Card. These cards are sent to Counties along 

with ôFive free Premium Booksõ in the spring.  Entry to the dorms is via the staircase at the center of 

the building.  Educators are responsible for registering everyone in their group at the same time.  

Please remember to make a list of bunk numbers for all youth residing in dorms and let 

youth/volunteers know your bunk number should they need to find you in the dorm. (Please note: 

depending on the size of your delegation, it may not be possible to put your whole group in the same 

section of the dormitory).   

 

Everyone will need a $1 deposit (Dorm Office folks cannot make change) which covers the cost of 

the Dorm / Identification Button provided to every registered dorm resident.  Should someone lose 

their dorm button, they forfeit their initial $1 deposit.  A replacement dorm button will be made with 

another $1 deposit required. (Once replacement button is returned, upon checkout, $1 will be 

reimbursed).  At the conclusion of State Fair, individual counties will be billed $2/person per night for 

youth/adults residing in the dorms.   
 

Youth entering or leaving the Youth building between 10:30 PM and 7 AM must comply with  

** Security Wrist Band Procedure **. See Dormitory Rules and Regulations on previous page.   

 

Occasionally (usually due to late placement of animals) youth may need to arrive on the Fair grounds 

after hours.  If youth are planning to stay in the dorms, they will need to personally contact Dorm 

Supervisors 2 ð 3 weeks in advance of the Fair.  Some type of arrangement will need to be made in 

order for them to be admitted into the youth building after hours.  

 
SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS - There is an elevator in the Youth Building for those who cannot 

navigate the steps to the dormitories as well as designated sleeping areas and shower facilities for 

those with special needs. 

 

Luggage  

Luggage should be stored on your bed during the day so the cleaning staff can sweep and mop 

efficiently.  To simplify bed assignments, it is necessary for you to check out before Noon the day you 

leave. When you check out, you will return your identification button and be given a claim card for 

your luggage if you wish to leave it in the dorm until later in the day. 

 

Bed Assignments  

Bunk assignments are on record at the dorm office so youth / adults can be reached in case of an 

emergency.  Please do not change bunks without dorm office permission. 

 

Youth Supervision and Rule Enforcement  

All youth participants using the dormitory, must be 5 years of age or older, and must be properly 

chaperoned at all times.  Chaperones must be 21 years of age or older, must abide by Chaperone 

Guidelines & Expectations (noted below), and must stay in the dormitory at night with the youth they 

are chaperoning.  To increase the possibility of your whole county group being assigned bunks in the 

same section of the dormitory, it is advisable for everyone to register at the same time. Being all-

mailto:jb61@cornell.edu
http://nys4hevents.pbwiki.com/
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together makes supervision much easier.  All chaperones are responsible for checking their own 

county beds and are expected to help quiet the dorm at "lights out." 

 

 

CHAPERONE GUIDELINES & EXPECTATIONS  

 Must be 21 years of age or older. 

 Should read and be familiar with the Guide for 4-H Staff and Volunteers at State Fair available from 

county staff or on line at http://nys4hevents.pbwiki.com 

 Expected to attend the chaperone meeting at 9:15 PM the first night of each time period, in the stage 

area in the center of the Youth building. 

 Responsible for all assigned youth participants. 

 Must stay in the dorm with youth participants being chaperoned. 

 Children being chaperoned must be of the same gender.  

 Must know and follow the rules & regulations of the dorm. (Ex. Curfew, quiet hours, ** Security 

Wristband Procedure **) See Dormitory Rules & Regulations. 

 Should review emergency procedures, blue light system, exit locations and designate a meeting spot 

away from the Youth Building (ex. FFA building) in case of fire. 

 Physically check-in all their assigned county participants each night between 10:30 ð 11:00 PM. 

 Accompany assigned youth after 10:30 PM out of the dorm and/or youth building, unless other 

arrangements have been made. 

 Encourage youth participation in scheduled activities in the Youth building. 

 Take responsibility for their county youth/adults in enforcing rules & regulations. 

 

Fire Regulations 
At 10:15 P.M. each night, there will be an explanation of fire regulations in both girlsõ and boysõ sides 

of the dorm.  As indicated previously (in the section on Chaperone Orientation), there will also be a 

mandatory Chaperone Orientation meeting at approximately 9:15 pm on the night you move into 

the fair, in the stage area of the Youth Building.  Should there be an emergency, and cause to 

vacate the Dormitory, and/or Youth Building, itõs important for Chaperones and Youth to meet at the 

FFA barn.  Itõs important that chaperones double check that all the youth from their county assemble 

as a group at the barn. 
 

Individual County Code of Conduct 
Chaperones staying in dorms should understand any special policies your county may have regarding 

Code of Conduct, chaperoning responsibilities, disciplinary actions, etc., which may be stricter than 

the overall state regulations.  These county policies may not be arbitrarily extended to any other 

county's participants. 
 

Chaperones may discipline their own countyõs participants according to their county policy.  They may 

control the behavior, but not discipline any other countyõs participant without direct consent from the 

other county's chaperone. 
 

Dormitory Staff  
Dormitory Staff are on duty to serve your needs and to make your stay as safe and as pleasant as 

possible.  It is not their responsibility to maintain order and discipline.  Any complaints or problems 

should be brought to the attention of the Dormitory Superintendent who will speak with the county 

chaperone. 
 

http://nys4hevents.pbwiki.com/
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Curfew 
Dorms are locked at 10:30 P.M.  After that time, the only point of entrance is the main, center 

entrance to the Youth Building.  Subject to chaperone approval, teens may participate in 4-H Teen 

Evening Activities in the Youth Building (Please note: All Teen Events in the 4-H Youth Building will 

conclude by 11:00 p.m.)  Teens wishing to stay outside of the Youth Building past curfew must speak 

with their designated Chaperone and comply with ** S ecurity Wrist Band Procedure **   

 

J Please be advised: County Educators / Designated Chaperones are encouraged to review lists of 

youth coming in after-hours and will be expected to take responsibility for any disciplinary actions 

required. It is not the responsibility of Security Personnel or Youth Building Coordinators to handle 

county chaperone / youth issues.   

 

Safety and Security  

Small Appliances 

Hair dryers and curling irons should not be used on or near bunks.  This equipment should be used in 

the lavatory areas only.   
 

Safety Lights 

Night-lights and exit lights must remain on during sleeping hours.  State laws regarding these and 

other apparatus are very explicit.  The emergency lighting system is automatically activated if these 

lights are turned off.  Keep all doors closedñfire exits and interior doors. 
 

Emergency Procedure Instruction 

At the time of the Chaperone Orientation Meeting, the dorm rules and regulations are reviewed, 

emergency exits are identified and the following procedures are discussed: 
 

 Blue Light System 

Intruders - The Blue Light Security System, located throughout the dorms, has been devised to 

alert security when there is event endangering the health or well being of a dorm resident.  The 

Blue Light System should be set off only when there is an immediate need for assistance. To 

activate, press two designated activation buttons at the same time. When activated, an audible 

noise and the blue light indicator will light in the area of distress.  In addition, an outside blue 

light will activate along with the notification of the Main Security Office on the fairgrounds and 

the Youth Building girls and/or boys office.  If there is a delay in response from the New York 

State Fair Security Office a signal will then be forwarded to the New York State Police Fair Office.  

Supervisors of the Youth Building can silence the alarm.  Only New York State Fair Security can 

reset the system.  This is a keyed system with keys available only to the State Fair Security. 
 

 Fire Alarm Procedure 

 Should a fire alarm sound; an announcement is made from the 4-H Superintendentõs office over 

the buildingõs Public Address System that everyone must immediately evacuate the building.  The 

4-H meeting location is the red FFA barn just north of the Youth Building behind the Talent 

Showcase stage.  All dorm residents are required to meet there to ensure that everyone is 

accounted for.   The Fire Department (located adjacent to the dorm building) is called and advised 

that the fire alarm has sounded.  The buildingõs Fire Detection System is a central reporting 

system and will automatically notify the New York State Fair Security.  Once that is done, the 
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office occupants also evacuate the building.  A sign describing this three-step procedure is 

displayed by the phone and near the Public Address System.  
 

 Evacuation Check 

In case of a fire alarm, Dormitory Supervisors check each dorm to ensure that all occupants have 

cleared the building and supervisors account for each from the sign in/out log.  Educators and 

Chaperones please help by speaking with teens/chaperone about evacuation procedures prior to 

arrival at State Fair, reminding teens again once youõve arrived at State Fair.  If you are in the 

dorms at the time of evacuation, please encourage youth/adults to exit immediately, using fire 

door closest to your section of the youth building.  Under no circumstances should anyone, youth 

or adult, remain in the building once alarms have sounded. Educators/Chaperones, please do a 

ôhead checkõ for all youth /adults under your supervision once you have evacuating and moved to 

your ôpre-determinedõ evacuation site, out of the way of emergency vehicles and far enough away 

from the youth building.   
 

Drugs  

Any dorm resident caught with illegal drugs will be turned over to the State Police.  The individual's 

chaperone and Extension Educator will be notified. 

 

Food in the Dorms  

Food is not allowed in the dorms.  It attracts unwanted ants and rodents.  You should confiscate or 

remove any food observed in the dorm.  You may wish to encourage your young people to use the 

4-H Feed Room for food storage and preparation. Refrigerators and a microwave oven are available.  

Everyone is responsible for his or her own clean up.  Counties should also remember to remove 

unused food items from Feed Room upon leaving fair at end of his/her county rotation.  
 

Sightseeing  

Encourage your participants to see as much of the Fair as they can.  It's a great experience.  Some 

youth may need a gentle nudge out of the dorm on their free time.  There are lots of interesting 

things to see at State Fair.  Take advantage of your time off to see it.  Encourage youth to plan to go 

in twoõs or threeõs in daytime as well as after dark and remember to return to the dorm before 10:30 

P.M.  Dorms are locked promptly at 10:30 P.M. 

 

R-E-S-P-E-C-T - Conduct & Dress   

As 4-H representatives of their individual counties, youth are expected to respect the cultural 

diversity in our organization (i.e. race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, and cultural background).  

Youth will be expected to behave and dress in a 4-H appropriate manner.  Youth acting 

inappropriately will be sent home at their familyõs cost/inconvenience.  Youth dressing 

inappropriately will be asked to change.   

 

What to Bring  

Bring bedding, mattress cover, towels, flashlight, alarm clock, personal items, raincoat, umbrella, etc. 

Leave your valuables at home.  Make sure that everything is labeled with your name and county of 

residence. There are lockers available but you must bring your own lock.  See also the òJust for 

Teensó section. 
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State Fair Glossary 
 

Booth Space ð In recent years effort has been made to equalize the size of booths.  The majority of 

booths are now 24õ long by 14õ deep. 

 

County Groupings ð Three counties sharing the same booth space at the State Fair. 
 

Danish System ð Process used to evaluate exhibits in the Youth Building.  Awards based on the 

Danish system are determined by the exhibitorõs responses to questions on the EIS card, and the 

exhibit quality relative to the ideal for the exhibitorõs grade level and experience level.   
 

EIS ð Exhibitor Information Statement (EIS) cards come from the New York State Fairgrounds office 

in Syracuse, NY.  A completed EIS card is needed on every exhibit being evaluated.   
 

Feed Room ð A clever title given to a kitchenette on the first floor of the Youth Building, near the 

poultry area, for 4-H use only.  There are shelves for food storage, refrigerators and a microwave 

oven.   
 

Group Action ð Traditional title given to groups (clubs or specifically recruited groups) that come to 

demonstrate, coordinate and participate in hands-on activities with the public.   
 

Key Leaders ð Educators & volunteers who head-up the Teen Leader programs while at State Fair. 
 

Master List ðCounty list of all exhibits to be evaluated.  Follow the format noted on NYS web page at: 

http://nys4hevents.pbwiki.com 
 

Rotation ð Counties may display during one of three time periods.  Because for some there are 

preferred times to be at State Fair, most county groupings choose to rotate so that no one county is 

consistently at Fair during Labor Day.  How your grouping òrotatesó is up to the three counties 

involved.  Please let the State 4-H Office know of your decision so that we can include information 

about this in the Teen Leader Packet and in the Premium Book. 

 

Teen Assistant ð Teen Assistants (TAs) work 8 hours a day for (ideally) 13 days.  TAõs do everything 

from swab the deck to perform statistical analysis on entry cards.  TAs must be responsible, self-

starters who are fun and friendly.  To become a Youth Building TA, teens should review TA Job 

Description found at:  http://nys4hevents.pbwiki.com Interested applicants will be expected to 

complete an application form, and submit two letters of reference, one from their county Extension 

Educator, and one from a peer and/or other adult.  Application packet may be submitted 

electronically or by regular mail to JoAnne Baldini at the State 4-H Office.  
 

Just For Teens Packet ð announcing Teen Leader roles and applications, Key Leader openings, and 

other information for teens. See: http://nys4hevents.pbwiki.com 
 

Teen Leaders ð Teens who work for the county or a specific Teen Leader program for a minimum of 

6 hours a day.  Teen Leaders are paid a premium of $10 a day and may not be paid for being a Teen 

Leader for more than one purpose in a day. To become a Teen Leader, teens fill out application 

forms found in the Teen Leader packet. 

 

Tram ð State Fair operated means of getting from one place on the fairgrounds to another. At the 

present time New York State FFA and Cornell Cooperative Extension 4-H Youth Development are 

cooperating with New York State Fair to operate the tram.  

http://nys4hevents.pbwiki.com/
http://nys4hevents.pbwiki.com/
http://nys4hevents.pbwiki.com/

